Syphilis as AIDS?--A call for research.
Based upon a literature survey, this paper outlines the argument that Treponema pallidum may be the etiologic agent of AIDS. AIDS and syphilis have similar epidemiology, immunology and pathologies. In addition, the current methods of detecting and treating syphilis are inadequate. The similarities between syphilis and AIDS support the need for further research into their relationships, including the role Treponema pallidum may play in AIDS etiology.